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Digestive System

Overview

Diseases of the digestive system, like those of the respiratory tract, are
extremely common in both mice and rats. As a group they clearly rival
diseases of the respiratory tract in importance, despite the fact that they
possibly tend to be even more subtle clinically This is explained in part by
the fact that many pathogens of the digestive system have their most serious
effects in the very young, i e., neonates and sucklings. Clinical signs may
no longer be present when they are delivered to the investigator as wean-
lings or young adults In addition, even the more obvious clinical signs of
digestive tract disease, such as diarrhea and retarded growth, often go com-
pletely undetected in mice and rats.

There are approximately 21 infectious agents of the digestive system in
mice and rats. Natural infections are usually due to varying combinations
of these agents, and if clinical disease is present, careful judgments may be
required in deciding which agent(s) have causative role(s). Additive effects
are often suspected but are difficult to prove. Where possible, detection
methods should identify all possible causes; and pathologic workups, in-
cluding histopathology of all organs comprising the digestive system, should
be done to make definitive diagnoses. Histologic sections should include
the salivary and Hardenan glands because they are important target organs
of sialodacryoademtis virus as well as other agents

Table 10 places in perspective the relative importance of the infections
of the digestive system as causes of disease. Agents are listed in descending
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